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SECTION1 Legislatlve Intent e

' Veterans of the Unlted States Armed Forces placed therr lives on the line to protect the
freedoms we enjoy as United States citizens. Some veterans went beyond:the call of duty
during their service, nsking their personal safety taking action worthy of honor. For these heroic
actions many soldiers recerve decorations or medals, which provide lasting and public :
recognltion S =

' 'This Leglslature finds that some indwrdua!s falsely clalm to have received such decorations to
obtain tangible benefits, money or other valuable items. Such actions are disgraceful and
tarnish the accomplishments of those men and women who truly earned their military -
decorations. Further, an individual who fraudulently represents him or herself as a decorated
veteran in order to obtaln money. property or other tanglble benefits should be subject to
penalty ; - o

The purpose of thss article is to proh|b|t persons from decentfully presentlng themselves asa
deoorated veteran in Erie County for personal gain. -
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SECTION2 Deﬂnltlons -

As used in t}ns artlcle, the followmg terms shall have the meamngs mdlcated

1) “Combat Badg - -A Combat Infantrymans Badge, Combat Actlon Badge, _Combat Med1cal Badge,
Combat Actlon RxbbonorCombat Action Medal T L o

’ 2) “Person" Anynaturalmdmdual o . .
SECTION 3. Prohiblted conduct E

No person shall, w1th the intent of obtammg money, property, or other tangtble beneﬁt, ﬁ'audulently hold
himself or herself out to be the recrplent ofa m111tary deeoratlon or any of the followmg medals

) A The Congressmnal Medal ofHonor; e .
B AD1st1ngmshed Semee Cross, o ‘
| C. ANavyCross,
D. AnAu'Force Cross

E. A Silver Star; ; ,'

F. APurpleHeart or -
g .G ACombat Badge '1‘:" S .

| SECTION " .Penalties for offenses

| _ ,Vlolatlon of any portxon of tlns artlcle shall be pumshable by a ﬁne of up to $250 for the ﬁrst offense, $500

- for a second offense within one year, and $l 000 andlor up to one year's nnpnsonment for a tlnrd offense
within the same year . . :

' SECTION S. Applicability and Enforcement

| Tlus arttcle shall apply to all actlons occumng on or aﬁer the effectlve date of this article pursuant to Sectlon
6. . . : ‘ '

o Enforcement of tbis lavtt shall be the responsibility of the"Brie County Veteran’s Service Department. The

Veteran’s Service Department shall be required to work .with the Erie County Clerk’s Office to locate a
dlscharge from active duty form, or DD 214 on file pnor to ﬁhng any eharges agamst an accused.

A va.hd DD 214 form shall be an afﬁrmatlve defense under th1s law



SECTION 6.. Severability

If e any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdmsron, sectxon or part of tlns Local Law or the appllcatlon thereof,

" - to any person, individual, corporation, firm, partnershlp, entity or circumstance, shall be adjudged by any
* court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional such order of judgment shall not affect,

' - impair; or invalidate the réemainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence,

paragraph, subdivision, section or part of this Local Law of inits apphcatlon to the person,. individual,

corporation, firm, partnership, entlty, or ctroumstance dueetly mvolved in the oontroversy m wlnch such
Judgment or order shall be rendered _

SECTION 7. Due Process |

i : Nothmg in thas law in mtended to mfnnge on any mdmduals nghts to due process. -

SECTION 8. Effectlve Date .

) Thls local Iaw shall take effect 60 days aﬂer ﬁlmg mth the Secretary of State

o Sponsor Legtslator Edward A Rath

.Co—Sponsor Chmrman John 1 Mrlls, Leglslator Ted B Morton and Leg:slator Lynne M Dlxon
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il AgCamploto the. comﬂcaﬁon In the pmguph that applla to thcﬂllng of this local law and. .. .. ..
RN S . : llrlkoouttl'lltwhlchlcnoupplluhle) '

4, (Flnal ldoptlon by Iocll Ioglslaﬁve body only o S
| hereby cartity that the local law annexed hereto, dalgnated as local - No N ' of20  of

, tho(County)(Cﬂy)(‘l‘mn)Ml!ane)of SN — : S was duly passed by the
'meudsramwyi - °" - 2 '-""'wsm@m"pp“mh“

prumlom of law

| 'z. (Paugc by Iocal legblaﬂvt body wltll approval no dluppmal or rnpuuga aﬁur dluppronl by tho Eloctlvo
~ Chisf Executive Offices*.) _ . :

IhenbymthatmebcalhwannexodhmdulgnatadasbcallawNo. S8 ol'2017 of

 the.(County) INNTMNRIR of = . was duly passed by the

- Etle Countv Leal °°:f““ L”‘;'::"‘ _ _ — on November 2 — 20 2017 , and wae (approvod)(not approved)
‘ 0 Erie County Executive - o
(repaued after dbapproval) by tho and was dearnad duly adopted

N_V&mtm’_aﬂ 20 Jn aocordanca w ith the appllcable ﬁrwialona of law.:

s, (Flnalldopﬂonhynhnndum) S BT _‘
Iharehycafﬂfymatmelocdlawannuodhm designauduloclllawhlo._ AN SU— § ) of

the (Coun)ChyTour)Viage) of - wasduypassedbythe
. _ SN _on 20, and was (approved){nct approved)
(mpasud aﬂordhapproval)bytho W& _ : ._oq : ‘20

'Such Iocal Iaw was aubmitted to the. people by reason of & (mndatoly)(permiwvu) nferendum. and recelved the affirnative
vote ol a majority of the qualified electors voting therean at the (genoral)(apeclal)(annual) election held on

20_ ,in aeeordanoe wtth the appllcable provlalons of law.

4. (Subject ln permlulve Momldum and final ldopdon hecauu no valld petltlon m ﬂled requuﬂng nfarundum N

. I hereby certify that the iocal law annaxed hereto dalgnatad as local law No - - of20 of
the (County)(Clly)('l’own)(Vlllage) of . : : ‘ . was duly passed by the
(deLanOMBady) —- — — on — k — 20 : an@ylaf_(a@med)(@éppmd)
ssed after d roval) by the __ SRR """20‘ Such local
(ropa lsapp Yoy . (Elsctive Chief Executive Officer”) . -on
law was sub]ect to pemmissive rafarandum and no valld petition mquuﬂng such raferandum was ﬂled a8 o!

- 20_ i accordance wlih the applicabla pmvlslons of law."

* Elactiva Chisf Exscutive Officer means or includes tha chief executive officer of a county elected on a county-wide basis or, If there

be none, the chairpersan of the county legislative body, the mayor of a city or village, ortlwsupervborofatownwherasuchomcem
vutadwim the pmrh approvaorvetn local lows or ordlnaneas.
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. comect trlnscti{l therefrom and of the whole of such oﬂulnal Iocal Iaw nd was flnally ad
. Pmnraph . g

8. (City local law concerning Charter revision proposed by petition.). . .. .. .. . . . .. . .
Ihembywﬂfymatmebcallawannexedhm designated as local law No.____ : of 20 of
the City of _ having been submitted to referendum pursuant to the provisions of section (38)(37) of
the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having recaived the affirmative vote of a majorlty of the qualified electors of ouch city voting. .
thereon at lho (upoclal)(ganernl) alectlon held on. 20, becamo operaﬂve ’ .

o 9, (Coumy Iocal Itw eoncomlng adopt!on of cnartor )

:Ihcrabycerﬁfythat!helocallawannmdhembdealgnahdailocallawﬂe -~ ___ of20 of

.. the County of e State of New York, having been submitted to tho olectors at the General Elaction of
November : 20 , pursuant to subdivisions 5 and 7 of section 33 of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having

- recelved the affirmative vote of a rnajorny of the qualifiad eleciors of the cities of sald county as a unit and a majority of the
qualified electors of the towns o!_ sald cqunty considered as a unit voting at sald general election, became operative.

" (if any other authorized form of final adoption has been followsd, plsase prﬁ\_ddc an'eppropriate uﬂlﬂuﬁon.) :
| turther certify that | have compared the preceding local law with the original on file in this offics end that the seme ls a
in the manner indicated in

 offcer dulnmt:;v bymugmm pod
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A Publlc Heanng was held on the foregomg Local Law Intl'o No. 19 1 (2017) on November 17,
2017.due notice thereof having been published i in the official newspapers of the County of Erie
designated for this purpose, and after due deliberation thereon, I, MARK C. POLONCARZ, A '
.County!Executlle of Erie County, do hereby APPROVE and SIGN sald Local Law thls 20

day o ‘ 2017 e

Mark C Poloncarz

- A Pubhc Heanng was held on the foregoing Local Law Intro No 19 12017 on November 17,
2017 due notice thereof having been published in the official newspapers of the County of Ene
designated for this purpose, and after due deliberation thereon, I, MARK C. POLONCARZ,
County Executive of Erie County; do hereby DISAPPROVE and VETO said:Local Law this

‘ dayof ' o 2017 _

" Mark C. Polonéarz



