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A local law Amendment to Local Law 3 Preventing Head Trauma from Concussions 
n--i 1J""> , 
in Youth Sports 

Se It enacted by the~~"'·~~~~--------------- of the 
(Nomo .,,._,. Body/ 

'i 

[lfc:!~ty □City □Tow~ □VIiiage 
of Erie as follows: --------------------~-----·!1 

Section 1: LEGISLATIVE INTENT 
:1 

Contact and collision sports such as football, hockey, so.ccer and othersports where head 
trauma can occur have been an integral part of youth development in our community but there 
is growing evidence that![concussions cause negative long-term health consequences. The 
intent of this legislation i~ to insure that all minors playing organized contact or collision youth : 
sports that reside and participate in said sports within Erie County are properly supervised and " , 
that those who have been entrusted with the safety of minors are sufficiently trained in 
identifying concussion related symptoms. 
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,Section 2:1 DEFINITIONS 

I 
a) Organized youth sport is de~ed as a sport that is formally governed by an institution or 

r . . , • 
prgaruzat1on. · ,, 

b) Fontact youth sport is defined as a sport in which the participants' necessarily come into bodily 
contact with one another. . • 

c) Collision youth sport is defined as a sport where athletes purposely, inadvertently, or by 
unintentional action hit or collide with each other or inanimate objects, including the ground, with 
great force. • 

d) Supervisor of minors playing contact youth sports hereby referred to as "supervisor" is defined as 
any coach or official who ac~ in a supervisory or governing capacity on the field of play. 

e) Short Notice is defined as within two weeks. 
t) Hosting body is the team or drganization that is based within Erie County that may or may not play 

. I , 

teams from outside of Erie ~ounty 

Section 3: REQUIREMENTS FOR SUPERVISORS 

_a) _There sl_lalJ.!>e .!I! lellllt_ 011,c: S!!p~s,<>r of_min_ors p!aying organized contact or collision sports, who 
has taken the required concqssion training course within the past two yem;-for each team on ilie -­
. field of play when both teams are based in Erie County. When a.team is not based in Erie County 
then it is the responsibility of the hosting body to ensure the compliance of its supervisors . 

. J! ,, 

b) Any or~z~tion facilitating organized contact or collision youth sports, to the best of their ability, 
shal~ ?1amtam a record that ~hows that those who supervise minors playing organized contact or 
colhs1on youth sports within their organization have taken a course in concussion safety. 

c) If a new supervisor is needed on short notice, the interim supervisor shall have no more than two 
weeks from the beginning of their duties to take a course in concussion safety. -

' • 

Section 4: CONCUSSION SAFETY COURSES 

a) The Erie County Department: of Health shall facilitate and or ensure the availability of concussion 
safety courses either produced departmentally or organized through its network of partners. The 
content of this course shall include the. most commonly used standards for concussion related 
trainings as well as standards set forth by the Center for Disease Control. The course shall be free 
of charge for supervisors. . 

b) Acceptable alternatives to ~~ aforementioned safety course either produced by the Health 
Department, in conjunction with its networlc of partners, or offered through nationally recognized 
third party providers are, but are not limited to, the Center for Disease Control's HEADS UP to 
Youth Sports; Online Training or the NFHS Concussion in Sports Course, concussion prevention 
and or head trauma training 'offered to any supervisor through registration with a sport's 
international, national, statewide, or regional governing body, or concussion prevention and or 
head trauma training offered to any supervisor through registration with the United States Olympic 
Committee. : ," 

c) Any supervisor of which this law effects shall complete an aforementioned approved concussion 
safety course every two years. • 

Section 5: ENFORCEMENT , •• 

• a) The County Health Department will have the power to enforce this law. 
b) The County Health DepartrJtent shall notify to the best of their abilities all known youth sports 

organizations that participate in contact or collision sports that a concussion safety course is 
required for all supervisors-of contact or collision youth sports. 

c) Any organization facilitating contact or collision youth sports, except those organizations and 
teams that'are based outsid~ of Erie County and as more fully described in Section 6 herein that 
cannot or will not produce records showing their supervisors have completed one of the defined 
courses on concussion safety upon request from the County Health Department may be issued a 
$100 fine, subsequent violations within a calendar year may result in a $200 fine. 
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. Section 6: EXEMPTION 

a) This law does not apply to _teams or supervisors of teams that are based outside of Erie County 
regardless of whether said team participates in a game or other sporting activity inside Erie 
County. In scenarios where a team from outside of Erie County participates in any sort of contact 
or collision youth sport agaitjst a team based in Erie County it is the responsibility of the hosting 
team to adhere to this law. Ifla team from outside of Erie County should participate in a game or 
other sporting activity in Erie County agilinstanother team based outside of Erie County, this law 
shall not apply to any of the supervisors in said game or activity. • 

I 

b) If a team or organization based in Erie County is affiliated with an international, national, 
statewide, or regional govenµng body that has concussion prevention and or head trauma training 
policy, this law shall not supersede that policy and training offered by such governing body shall 
be deemed by operation of!l\w as ail approved concussion safety course for the purposes of 
sections 3 and 4 herein. ' 

c) Teams, their supervisors or the sports organizations the teams or, supervisors are associated with 
. . have the ability to apply for a waiver of exemption from this law. The waiver would be reviewed 
' and decided upon by the office of the commissioner of health on: a case by case basis. 

Section 7: EFFECTIVE DATE :: 

' 
This local law shall become effective upon filing with the Secretary of State 

• Section 8: SEVERABILITY 

' 
• If any clause, sentence, paragr~ph, subdivision, section or part of this Local Law or the application 

thereof, to any person, individual, corporation, firm, partnership, entity or circumstance, shall be adjudged by 
any court of competent jurisdiction to :ibe invalid or unconstitutional such order of judgment shall not affect, 
impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in·its operation to the clause, sentence, 
paragraph, subdivisioti, section or Pari of this Local Law or its application to the person, individual, 
corporation, firm, partnership, entity, or circumstances directly involved in the controversy in which such 
judgment or order shall be rendered. ., 

SPONSORS: Legislator Patrick 8. Burke, Legislator Joseph C. Lorigo 
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(Complete the cartlflcatlo~ In the paragraph that appllas to Iha flll~g of thla local law and 
strike out that which la not appllcabla.) 

" 
1. (Final adoption by local laglalatlva body only.) 
I hereby certify lhat the local law annexacl hereto, dealgnatad ea local law No. _________ of 20_ of 
t~a (County)(Clty)(Town)(Vlllaga) of , wea duly passed by the 

T.(N"'"a~m~e-ot"',1.eg'"'""l'"iil'"'a1MJ="'sod=y/,----------- on ______ 20 __ , In accordance with the appllcebla 

provisions of law. 

' , I . 
2. (Pasaaga by local leglslatlve body with approval, no dlaapproval or repaaaga after disapproval by tha Elactlva 

Chia! Executive Officer".) . 4 , 
I hereby certify that the local law annexed .~areto, deaignatacl as local law No. , of 20 ~ of 
the (County)-of Erie' • was duly passacl by the 1 

Erie Cou~ • • on September 1 20~. and was (approved)(~~ f 

~=~ ::~:t,y th~ Erie ¢aunty Executive- - -- ; - and ;,.;cl;a~d duly adoptacl- - i \ • 

(Elective Chief Execu11118 Officer"} 
September 22 r.,-;;i • 

on ______ 20L!..J.§.J, in acco~anca w Ith the applicable provisions of law . 

. 3, (final adoption by referendum.) I 
I hereby certify that the local n ennexedihareto, designated aa local law No. -~------ ol 20 __ of 

Iha (County)(Clty)(Town)(Vlllaga) of was duly passed by Iha 

-------------'----~-on _____ 20_._, and wea (approvad)(not approved) 
(Name of Lagls/alMJ Body) 

(repaased after dlsapproval) by the . .: • • 
(E"""9 Chief ExoculMJ Officer"} 

on ____ 20_. 

Such local law waa submitted to the people by reason of a (mandatory)(parmiaslve) referendum, and received Iha afflrmatlva 
vote of a majority of the qualilled electors voting thereon at the (general)(special)(anriual) election held on _____ _ 

2.0_, In accordance with the appllcabla provisions of law. 

4. (Subject ta pennlsslve referendum and final adoption because no valid petition waa flied requesting referendum.) 
I hereby certify that the local law annexed :hereto, designated as local law No. ________ of 20 __ of 

. the (County)(City)(Town)(Villaga) of --+------------------ was duly paasacl by Iha 

.",--.,..,..-,-,....,,.---=--,-,------~----- on _____ 20__:_, and waa (approvacl)(not approved) 
(Name of Lagis/atiw Body} 

(repauad after disapproval) by tha _______________ on _____ 20_. Such local 
. (ElectJvs Chief Executiv8 Omcar-) . 

law was subject to permissive referendum and no valid patltion requesting such referendum was flied as of ____ _ 

20_, in accordance wiih the applicable provisions of law. 

• Elective Chief Executive Officer means or includes the chief executive officer of a county elecled on a county-wide basis or, If the"' 
be nons, the chairp81S0n of the county leglslatlw body, the. mayor of a city or viUage, or the supervisor of a town whef9 such officer la 
vealed with the power to approve or veto local laws or ordinances. • 
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s. (City local law concerning Charter ~lslon proposed by patlUon.) 
.1 hereby certify that the local law annexed ~areto, designated as local law No·------~-- of 20_ of 
Iha City of ----,----- havihg been submitted to referendum pursuant to the provisions of section (38)(37) of 
the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having '.received the affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of such city voting 
thereon at the (spacial)(general) election held on ______ 20_. _ .. _,became operative. 

e. (County local 1-concerning adopUon of Charter.) 
I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law N,o...~--'----'----- of 20__; of 
the County of ________ ...,.,t;ite of New York, having bean submitted to the. electors at the General Election of 
November _____ 20_, pursulint to subdivisions 5 and 7 of section 33 of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and having 
received the affirmative vote of a majority Qf the qualified electors of the cities of said county as a untt and a majority of Iha 
qualified electors of the towns of said county considered as a unit voting at said general election, became operative. 
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A Public Hearing was held on the foregoing Local Law Intro. No. 11-1 2016 on September 21, 
· 2016 duF notice thereof having b~en published in the official newspapers of the County of Erie 
designated for this purpose, and after due deliberation thereon, I, MARK C. POLONCARZ, 
County Executive of Erie County, do hereby APPROVE and SIGN said Local Law this c?.a 

®yofSp~,2016 Mb)>~ 
MMk~ 

A Public Hearing was held on the foregoing Local Law Intro. No. 11-1 2016 on September 21, 
2016 due notice thereof having been published in the official newspapers of the County of Erie 
designated for this purpose, andllafter due deliberation thereon, I, MARK C. POLONCARZ, 
County Executive of Erie County, do hereby DISAPPROVE and VETO said Local Law this 
__ dey~--~Wl~ , 

Mark C. Poloncarz 
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