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Be it enacted by the -?:98.%?}.?.’?&%’?5? .....................
(Same of Legistatve Bodyh | TTITTTTTITTIRmTmAmmaR e s of the
County
B Erie
m 3 e P as follows:

Section 1. Purpose

The purpose of this local law is to make provision for a Cold War velerans exempiion
from Erie County real property texes and to make such exeniption first available and
applicable to Erie County real property taxes levied for the 2010 tax year.

Section 2. Definitions
A, “Cold War veteran™ means a person, male or female, who served on active

duty in the United States armed forces, during the time period from 8-2-1945 to 12-26-
1991, and was discharged or released therefrom under honorable conditions.
B. *“Armed foroes” means the United States Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Alr

Force and Coast Guard.
C. “Active duty” means full-time duty in the United States armed forces, other

than active duty for training.

D. “Service connected” means, with respect to-a disability or death, that such
disability was incurred or aggravated, or that the death resulted from a disability inourred
or agaravated, in line of duty on active military, naval or air service. ’

E. “Qualified owner” means a Cold War veteran, the spouse of a Cold War
veteran, or the unremarried surviving spouse of a deceased Cold War veteran. Where
property is owned by more than one quafified owner, the exemption to which each is
entitled may be combined. Where a veteran is also the inremarried surviving spouse of a
veleran, such person may also receive any exemption to which the deceased spouse was
entitled. ‘

© F. “Qualified residential real property” means property owmed by & qualified
awner which is used exclusively for zesidential purposes; provided, however, that in the
event that any portion of such property is not used exclusively for residential pirposes,
but is used for other purposes, such portion shall be subject to taxation and only the
remaining portion bsed exclusively for residential purposes shall be subject to ths )
exemption provided by this local law. Such property shall be the primary residence of
the Cold War veteran or the nnremarried surviving spouse of a Cold War veferan unless
the Clold War veteran or unremarried surviving spouse is sbsent from the property dueto
medical reasons or institutionalization. '
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G. “Latest state equalization rate” means the latest final equalization rate |
established by the State Board of Real Property Services pursuant to Article 12 of the
Real Property Tax Law.

* Section 3. - Amount of Exemption

A. Qualifying residential real property shall be e}{empt from taxation to the extent
of 15% of the assessed value of such property; provided, however, that such exemption
shall not exceed $12,000 or the product of $12,000 multiplied by the latest state

 equalization rate of the assessing unit, whichever is less.

B. In addition to the exemption provided by subdivision A of this section, where
the Cold War veteran received a compensation rating from the United States Veterans

_ Affairs or the United States Department of Defense because of a service connected

disability, qualifying residential real property shall be exempt from taxation to the extent
of the product of the assessed value of such property, multiplied by 50% of the Cold War
veteran disability rating; provided, however, that such exemption shall not exceed
$40,000, or the product of $40,000 multiplied by the latest state equalization rate for the
assessing unit, whichever is less.

Section 4. Limitatiqns

'A. The exemption from taxation provided by this local law shall not be
applicable to real property taxes levied or relevied for school purposes.

B. Ifthe Cold War veteran receives the eligible funds veterans exemption -

' pursuant to Section 458 of the Real Property Tax Law or the alternative veterans

exemption pursuant to Section 458-a of the Real Property Tax Law, the Cold War veteran
shall not be eligible to receive the exemption provided by this local law.

C. The exemption provided by subdivision A of section 3 of this local law shall
be granted for a period of 10 years, the commencement of such 10 year period being
governed pursuant to this subdivision. Where a qualified owner owns qualifying -
residential real property on the effective date of this local law, such 10 year period shall
commence with Erie County’s 2010 tax year. Where a qualified owner does not own
qualifying residential real property on the effective date of this local law, such 10 year

- period shall be measured from the assessment roll prepared pursuant to the first taxable -

status date occurring at least 60 days after the date of purchase of qualifying residential
real property; provided, however, that should the veteran apply for and be granted an
exemption on the assessment roll prepared pursuant fo a taxable status date occurring
within 60 days after thé date of purchase of residential property, such 10 year period shall
be measured from the first assessment roll in which the exemption occurs. If, before the
expiration of the such 10 year period, such exempt property is sold and replaced with
other residential real property, such. exemptlon may be granted pursuant to subdivision A

* of section 3 of this local law for the unexpired portion of the 10 year exemptlon penod
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D. Application for the exemption shall be made by the owners, or all of the
owners, of the property on a form prescribed by the State Board of Real Property
Services. The owner or owners shail file the completed form in the assessor’s office on
or before the first appropriate taxable status date. The exemption shall continue in full
force and effect for all appropriate subsequent tax years and the owner or owners of the
property shall not be required to refile each year. Applicants shall be required to refile on
or Before the appropriate taxable status date if the percentage of disability percentage
increases or decreases or may refile if other changes have occurred which affect
qualification for an increased or decreased amount of exemption. Any applicant
convicted of willfully making any false statement in the application for such exemption ™
shall be subject to penalties prescribed in the Penal Law.

Section 5. Severability

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part of this local law or the
application thereof to any person, individual, corporation, firm, partnership, entity or
circumstance shall be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or
unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair, effect or invalidate the
remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence,”
paragraph, subdivision, section or part of this law or in its application to the person,
individual, corporation, firm, partnership, entity or circumstance directly involved in the
controversy in which such order or judgment shall be rendered.

Section 6.

. This Tocal Law shall take effect on December 1, 2008.
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(Complete the certlt‘cation In the paragraph that applies to the filing of this local law and
strike out that which is not applicable.)

1, (Final adoption by local legislative body only.)

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. <.l of 20..._..
of the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) Of «eeee s was duly passed by the
Of cmecccmancaaamnns 20...., in accordance with the applicable provisions of law.

t¥ame of Legislarive Bady)

2. (Passage by local legislative body with approval, no disapproval or repassage after disapproval
by the Elective Chlef Executive OfTicer*,)

I hereby certify that the local law annexed h%reto' designated as Jocal law No. .-.-.. S S of 20.@8 -

of the (Caunty ) @I TR RN EERIOL - -~ was duly passed by the
Erxie.County. legislature. ... on Noverber. -6, 2008, and was (approvcd) R O R i

{Name of Legislative .Bod'v)

AEEFFOUD) by thdirie. County- EXQCUEIVE e emmmeene

{Elective Chief Executive Oj_‘ﬁczr )
in accordance with the applicable provisions of law.

3. {Final adoption by referendum.)

I hereby certify that the local [aw annexed hereto, designated as local law o of 20---o-
of the (County)(City)(Town)(VlIlage) O e was duly passed by the
................................................... Oft <-cecemeeconaennas 20---, and was {approved)(not approved)(repassed afier
{Nante of Legislaiive Body)

Ofleeeeacmmmmnmenaame= 20--. . Such local law was submitted

disapproval) by the «oeo e

{Elective Chief Execuiive Officer®)
to the people by reason of a (mandatory)(permissive) referendum, and received the affirmative vote of a majority of
the qualified electors voting thereon at the (general)(special)(annual) election held on--oeeeemeaoo ol 20... ,in
accordance with the applicable provisions of law.

4, (Subieut to permissive referendum and final adoption because no valid petition was filed requesting
referendum.)

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as focal law NO. «ecnammicemieci e of 20......
of the (County }(City (Town)(Village) of « v omrm e was duly passed by the
Of —oreeemeemnconanas 20...., and was (approved)(not approved)(repassed after

Xome of Legislaiive Body)

disapproval) by the e
[EIecuw Chief Executive Officer®}

permissive referendum and no valid petition requesting such referendum was filed as of «ooceooccceeeil 20...,in
accordance with the applicable provisions of law.

ON -esosnmwm=ecnnneee 20 --- . Such local law was subject to

* Elective Chief Executive Offlcer means or includes the chief executive officer of a county elected on a county-
wide basis or, If there be none, the chairperson of the county legislative body, the mayor of a city or village, or
the supervisor of a town where such officer Is vested with the power to approve or veto local Iaws or ordinances.
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5, (Clty local law concerning Charter revision proposed by petition.)

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. —ooeoeeicniii of 20--..-.
of the City Of e el having been submitted to referendum pursuant to the provisions of.

section (36)(37) of the Mumcapal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the
qualified electors of such city voting thereon at the (special)(general) election held ofl-ceaevemaeaoaoo.. 20----,
became operative.

6. (County local law concerning adoption of Charter,)

I hereby centify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law NOu <ceemmeeem e of 20.-....
of the CoURtY Of < cme e e State of New York, having been submitted to the electors
at the General Election of November ---ov-cmeceeeeeaeeaes 20----, pursuant to subdivisions 5 and 7 of section 33 of the

Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of the cit-
ies of said county as a unit and a majority of the qualified electors of the towns of said county considered as a unit

voting at said general election, became operative,
: F

(If any other authorized'form of final adoption has been followed, please provide an appropriate certiffcation.)

I further centify that I have compared the preceding local law with the original on file in this office and that the same
is a correct transcript therefrom and of the whole of such on ipal | cal ]aw and was finally adopted in the manner in-

dicated in paragraph--.-..z. ..... , above.

(Certification to be executed by County Attorney, Corporation Counsel, Town Atiorney, Village Attorney or
other authorized attorney of locality.) _

STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF —f<£1e

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that the foregoing local law contains the correct text and that ail proper proceedings
have been had or taken for the enactment of the local law annexed hereto.

Signalure ‘ T N\

' Assistant County Attorsey
Title
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