Budget Under Tax Cap for Another Year

Staying within the state mandated tax cap of two percent, has become more challenging over
the years. Typically, we have no issues staying at, or even lower than the cap, but that has
changed with the incredibly high inflation rates we’ve been seeing. Like you, we’ve seen
expenses going up at an alarming rate with some items like diesel fuel doubling in price for the
Town.

Every day our Town Department heads strive to keep expenses at the lowest, most practical
level to combat the rising costs. Next year’s budget does not cut any programs or services that
the Town has had in previous years. Many grants won by the Town Departments and Fire
Companies has helped keep us under the tax cap. The Wehrle Drive South Shore bike path
extension was partially funded by a grant from Erie County. This year alone, the Clarence Fire
District has won over $400,000 in grants.

The Tentative budget that | will be filing with the Town Clerk at the end of this month is below
the State mandated tax cap. During my tenure as Town Supervisor, | have never gone over the
tax cap with my budgets and continually lowered the town tax rate, as Town assessed values
increased. The tax rate in the 2024 Tentative Budget is the same as last year; seventy-three (73)
cents per thousand.

A large part of the town’s annual budget is for payroll. In many of my columns | mentioned the
hard work our employees do every day for you to make our Town the most desirable place to
live in Erie County. The Union employees agreed to a new multiyear contract that is very fair for
both parties. Recognizing savings in health care | was able to increase employee wages in effort
to meet inflation. Many Towns go for years without settling on a new contract. Both teams
came to terms in just a few months. Thank you, Town employees for agreeing to a new contract
that is good for both your members and the Town residents.

Congratulations to the Clarence Center Volunteer Fire Company on a very successful Labor Day
Fair Weekend. A close of summer tradition, the weather could have not been more perfect for
everyone to enjoy the festivities before our young people return back to school. The Clarence
Center Fireman, their spouses and friends work incredibly hard almost year-round to bring such
a great event to our community.

| had the honor of attending the “Welcome Home” ceremony for my longtime fellow fire fighter,
Clarence Fireman, Walter Buechi, at his special Lone Eagle Honor Flight this past weekend. Mr.
Buechi served in the United States Army from 1965-1971, which included serving a year as a
radio operator in Vietnam from 1965-1966. Radio Operators where always targeted first by the
enemy. The Lone Eagle program is through Buffalo Niagara Honor Flight that helps Veterans get
to Washington, DC if they are facing serious medical issues. Mr. Buechi has been battling cancer
for the past 20 years, and is now facing a stage four diagnosis. Walter, thank you for your service
to our country, your 50 plus years of service as a Clarence Volunteer Fireman, as well as being
an outstanding citizen and role model for the Clarence Community.

In closing, as a reminder, with School now open, please drive safely and remember the school
speed zones and stopping for school buses. The high school on Main Street has a new speed
zone in place this year.



