
Sometimes you must move backwards to move forward. Many of the tenants in the core areas of the 

Eastern Hills Mall received notices that their license agreement with the Mall owners will be terminated 

on January 14th of next year. The date was chosen to allow the retailers in the mall to get through the 

Christmas season before leaving.   

The owners of Eastern Hills Mall have been involved with the redeveloping of the mall property into a 

Town Living Center destination, which would include retail, commercial and residential elements.  

Almost half of the redevelopment is dedicated towards residential.  The County has funded a sewer 

study for the Living Center where results are expected late fall.  The study will give a clear direction for 

the mall owners on what they must do to move forward with what will be the single largest private 

development in Western New York history.  This project will be a windfall in revenue for the Clarence 

School System, for Erie County and for the State of New York. 

As part of this process the interior concourse areas and the stores that rely on the concourse for access 

will be closing in preparation for moving forward with the initial phase of redevelopment.  The anchor 

stores and stores with outside entrances will remain open.  Several concourse stores are having the 

option to relocate to open spaces in the former Sears store.  

Everyone involved with the Town Living Center project knew it would be difficult when transitioning 

started. The termination allows the tenants the option to stay as long as possible. The Town of Clarence 

has no control over the tenants’ leases including extensions and or terminations.  Any tenant relocations 

must meet all Town appropriate approvals, codes and standards. The Town directly controls the exterior 

of the mall proper.  There will be no changes to the site or building removals without the formal approval 

from the Town. As part of that approval,  there will be an Environmental Review and a State 

Environmental Quality Review.  

For several years the Town wanted to make sure the property didn’t become an even bigger parking lot.  

Nothing is going to move forward including the demolition of buildings without everything in place. 

There are a lot of moving parts to this project, and with that, we are aiming to have this go as smoothly 

as possibly by having strong communication with all that are involved, as well as our community.  

Finally, I would like to congratulate the Clarence Concert Association for another successful season.  The 

events were extremely well attended, and we were blessed with wonderful weather for our concerts this 

year.  This is certainly a treasure for our town.   

August is always one of my favorite times of year, as we start transitioning to fall.  Best of luck to all the 

Clarence residents heading back to college throughout the next few weeks.  Best of luck to our high 

school sports teams as they start their seasons soon as well.   

 

I’m looking forward to the upcoming festivities at the Clarence Center Labor Day Fair.   

I hope you all have a safe, happy, and healthy rest of the summer!  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


