
Simple Steps to Protect Your Car and Valuables as Car Crimes Increase 

 

Clarence social media pages seemingly have posts everyday about cars being broken into and or stollen 

overnight. Nationwide, car thefts and vehicle break-ins have been rising expediently.  In conversations 

with Law Enforcement, the Town of Clarence also has had an increase in thefts and break-ins.  There are 

many reasons why, but certainly New York State’s Bail Reform Act is a major contributing factor; it 

prioritizes and favors criminals more than law enforcement and victims. Bail Reform has allowed bad 

people the opportunity to do bad things without spending even one night in jail. Hence, people are 

stealing cars and any items left in them knowing if caught they will just receive a misdemeanor court 

appearance ticket. Young people have been stealing cars just for joy rides.  A nearby town has a “No 

Chase” policy for their police department, and one of the officers recently had a car thief laugh at an 

officer in his patrol car, acknowledging that he knew the officer could not pursue him as he drove off 

with a stollen car.  

The police have said that 90 percent of the cars stollen out of driveways and garages in Town were 

unlocked with some still having the keys or key fobs left in them.  When the Sheriff and State police 

were chasing a suspect in town last year, the fleeing suspect simply kept walking up Hillcrest tugging on 

door handles until he found an unlocked car with the keys left in it.  The car was recovered hours later in 

the city.  

I know it is just common sense but first and foremost your car should be locked when left unattended, 

especially at night and the key fob removed.  Key fobs should not be left in vehicles even ones that can 

locked and unlocked by a cell phone or punch pad. Entry can still be easily gained when a criminal knows 

there are valuables or a key left in a car.  Perhaps put a sign near your door to remind you to make sure 

your key fob is inside, and your doors are locked.     

The usual dress for someone stealing items from your property is a sweatshirt with a hood.  They raise 

the hood while walking up your driveway to hide their face from your cameras. You know someone is up 

do no good when on an 85-degree summer day or night, they are walking down your street with a 

hoodie on and a backpack.   Always try to remove valuable items from your car – even when out running 

errands, and if it’s not possible to remove valuables they should be hidden or locked in the trunk. Car 

break ins and thefts are not just limited to driveways or parking lots.  Criminals have been so bolden that 

during the day a local Country Club had several vehicles looted even with locked doors.  If there was a 

valuable visible and the door was locked the windows were broken to steal what was left in the car.  

It is always good to leave an outside light on at night. When roaming the streets, looking for an easy 

target a criminal would be more likely to walk up a dark driveway than one that is lit.  

There is only so much we can do when our hands are tied by New York State.  Remember this when you 

go to the polls this November, and in the meantime, stay diligent, stay safe.   

 

 

 


