A few weeks ago, bids were received for the new Town of Clarence’s Highway Garage and Campus. The
bids were within budget and contracts will be issued shortly. Construction is anticipated to begin this
fall, with project completion aimed for Spring 2024. The town is replacing Highway buildings that date
back as far as 1923. Most of the campus will be relocated to the rear of the present property, allowing
for less of a presence on Goodrich Road. Included on the project is a pocket park at the bike path. In
addition to public parking, the park will have an open-air pavilion and a much needed seven-day-a-week
public bathrooms with an outside water station. The bathrooms will be especially appreciated the most
during Labor Day by all the parade attendees and participants.

Not included in this phase of construction is the plan to convert the existing large main highway barn
into a field house for our leagues. The details have not been worked out but there is the possibility of
having indoor pickleball courts also.

The Town of Clarence does not have a Town-wide garbage district. Refuse and recyclable removal is
handled by private companies contracted directly with our property owners. A referendum for the
Town to remove garbage was turned down by voters ten years ago. The Town requires the private
companies to take out an annual permit so the town does have some very limited control on their
service.

Councilman Paul Shear and | met last week with representatives from Modern Disposal who services
about half the residents in Town. As their present customers are well aware, Modern has been having a
continual problem with same day pickup of refuge and recyclables. Since COVID, the company has
struggled to maintain their workforce and replace aging equipment. Their service has been getting
better as more people are reentering the workforce.

The delayed pickup is usually of recyclables. Besides being unsightly the extra time out at the curb
allows papers to blow from the open containers which frustrates many residents. Modern Disposal is
going to require all their customers by October of this year to have 95-gallon lidded totes for both refuse
and recyclables. If you have smaller totes from Modern now, they will be replaced with the new 95
gallon. The totes will be provided by Modern free of charge. This will be a mandatory requirement if you
are their customer. In the future, they hope to run trucks with a single person that will empty the totes
in the truck mechanically.

Modern will continue also to pick up one bulk item weekly. They do not take any electronics.

Lastly, congratulations Executive Director Amy Englert and the entire Clarence Chamber of Commerce
team on having a very successful Taste of Clarence. The changes of starting earlier and having more
food vendors outside the pavilion has made a big difference for the event, and more enjoyable for
everyone. Congratulations to Morluski’s Polish & Italian Cuisine for winning the Silver Spoon Award for
the second year in a row!

Paul McCarthy is no longer with us but his vision of a food event and car show which he organized years
ago still lives on as one of the Town’s landmark must-do event of the summer.

A big congratulations to all of the winners, and to the Clarence Rotary Club for another successful
fundraiser with their annual Porsche Raffle — with proceeds going towards the Clarence Veterans
Memorial, among other great projects that impact our community for the better.



