Living Center Project has Officially Begun

I’'ve always thought it was important to protect one of the most valuable address in our Town,
the Eastern Hills Mall. As a major tax base for the Town and moreover the School District, the
Mall revenue could have been lost for decades, especially if it turned into a large warehouse
facility, or other such industrial-type space.

The Town has been very successful in protecting its commercial property during redevelopment
and rezoning. The Town Board, along with the Planning Department, specifically wanted new
zoning to protect the mall site. Therefore, when we updated the Town’s Comprehensive Master
Plan 2030, language was put in place designating the mall site as a potential Lifestyle Center
District. The Town shortly after adopted a Lifestyle law which rezoned the mall property, which
allows a variety mix use in scales much higher than any other town zoning. A win for both the
property owner and the Town.

The Eastern Hills Mall’s redevelopment into Western New York’s first Living Center officially
began at last week’s Town Board meeting. The single largest private development project in
Clarence and possibly Western New York is now moving forward. Uniland Development
submitted their almost 900-page submittal on the redevelopment of the 106-acre mall site. The
two hundred fifty-million-dollar project is planned over the next 20 years. | would suspect with
the growing demands of people wanting to live in Clarence that the project will follow a much
faster timetable once all the background work is done.

When completed, this will be the single largest Living Center on one site in this region. Over the
project timeline living and buying trends will most certainly change. At this time thereis a
balance of Commercial, Retail, Entertainment and Living space. Large areas of now paved
parking lots will become green or water spaces. There are walking trails planned around the
entire perimeter of the complex. Public parks are also planned.

What makes this living center more probable than others besides its large, 100-acre size is the
fact that the mall is owned by one development group. There is no need for negotiations or
holdouts among different owners when making plans to move forward. Uniland and their
partner, Mountain Development, are already working with existing mall tenants to relocate
them on the mall site during the different phases of development. The County DMV office has
just reopened at South end of the mall. The Buffalo Store which has been making successful
strides in new tenants and events at the former Sears store will continue to operate for years to
come.

Many thanks to Jonathan Bleuer, Director of Community Development, and Robert Sackett,
Planning Board Chairmen, for your hard work on the Mall Planning. Uniland’s full application
on the Lifestyle Center can be uploaded from the Town of Clarence’s homepage, Community
News.



As Supervisor and lifelong town resident, | am looking forward to this project beginning. We
are hoping after this rough year, we can move ahead and businesses and residents can get back
to a normal life, and businesses can flourish once again.



