
It’s Time To Revisit The Feasibility Of A Refuse District 

The Clarence Town Board approved a motion to retain a consultant to study the feasibility of 

forming a Refuse/Garbage District for the Town of Clarence. The motion was unanimously 

approved by the Board.  

The Town of Clarence is one of the last Towns in Erie County not to have a formal 

Refuse/Garbage District.   

A similar proposal for the district went through the Town Board over 12 years ago but was 

subsequently voted down by the public.  With the dramatic changes in the economy, hazardous 

waste management and cost of services, a different outcome is anticipated as this program is 

revisited.     

This motion came forth after changes were made with one of the companies, which resulted in 

both primary waste disposal companies having a tote service.  This restricted the amount a refuge a 

resident could place out every week.   While the tote service is welcome in the Town of Clarence, 

the inconsistency of pricing and bulk pick up has many asking for the Town to control refuge 

pick up.  

The disposal companies didn’t offer any remarkable cost savings going from unlimited weekly 

service to a single tote pickup. Many residents are paying as high as $850 a year for a one tote a 

week service.   

There has been confusion among the residents about which company is offering what service.  

There has also been a large cost difference from house to house on the same street from 

providers.   This has given even more reason for the Board to start the feasibility process of 

forming a District.  

The State in the near future is going to require the Town to have a plan on the disposal of home 

hazardous materials like paint, electronics and automotive.  Eventually the recycling of food 

waste may be regulated by the state also.   

The consultant interviews and awarding should be concluded by the end of the month. 

I encourage you all to attending the American Legion Post 838’s annual Memorial Day Parade.  

The parade will begin at Kraus Road starting at 11am, concluding at the Clarence Veterans 

Memorial at the Main Street Town Park.  A Memorial Day ceremony will be held by the 

American Legion at 12:00pm. The Clarence Rotary Club will hold a brief dedication ceremony 

including the raising of the 2023-2024 Memorial Flags at the conclusion of the program.  

Sixteen (16) new Veterans have been added to the wall, making us close to having 600 Veterans 

honored at this site.   



I consider Memorial Day one of the most important days of the year, even more so since the 

passing of our family friend’s son, Captain Andrew Byers in 2016.  Those that have paid the 

ultimate sacrifice for our country deserve to be honored and remembered. 

Thank you to the American Legion Post 838 for continuing this tradition and giving our 

community this important and special opportunity to be involved on this day.   

Sergeant Major Bill Paxton said it best, “May we never forget our fallen comrades.  Freedom 

isn’t free.” 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


