Dedication Ceremony for the Clarence Veterans Memorial Coming this Memorial Day

In a little over a month from today is Memorial Day 2021. As the Clarence Town Supervisor,
and proud Clarence Rotarian of over 35 years, | am looking forward to this day, as we will be
dedicating the Clarence Veterans Memorial at this year’s event.

The project started back in 2017 and was spearheaded by the Clarence Rotary Club. | can easily
add proud father to my state of mind for this upcoming event, as my daughter, Chrissy Casilio-
Bluhm spearheaded and managed this project from start to finish as a fellow Clarence Rotarian.

It was a culmination of many things that put this project in motion, which could not have been
accomplished without the help of the Clarence Citizens for Veterans and the American Legion
Post 838.

In November 2016, we tragically lost Andrew Byers, an icon in the Clarence Community who
was killed in action while saving his platoon during a battle in Afghanistan. Although we had
been documenting Clarence residents that were killed in action all the way back since the War
of 1812, it was Andrew’s death made us realize we need a more permanent way to honor and
memorialize all Veterans that are connected to our incredible town, and especially to our
Clarence residents that were killed in action.

Four years later, with an unfortunate delay as a consequence of COVID-19, we are finally near
completion. The memorial is located at our Main Street Town Park. It is visible from Main
Street and will be even more-so once the flags are raised.

There are a few final touches to be made, including completion of the memorial fountain, and
the installation of our Honor Walls — which thus far has about 450 Veterans listed, with the
ability to continually add Veterans for years to come. The Clarence Rotary Club plans on
reopening registration this summer and will be adding names every Spring in Fall.

The dedication ceremony will be this Memorial Day, following the return of the Memorial Day
parade, orchestrated by the American Legion. Similarly, to a few years ago, the parade Is a bit
shortened, and will begin at Rock Oak Estates, and commencing at the Memorial site at the
Park.

The dedication ceremony will include the traditional honoring of our fallen and will additionally
have the ceremonial raising of the new flags of each military branch, as well as the final
lowering of the American Flag from its current location, a flag retirement ceremony, and the
raising of the new American Flag on the new site.

This event is open to the public, with plenty of room for social distancing. However, we are
asking for Veterans, or family members representing Veterans to RSVP through the memorial
website, so we can give a commemorative poppy for this event. The Clarence Rotary



Foundation will also be having a Chiavetta’s Chicken BBQ as a fundraiser for the memorial from
11:45am-2:30pm that day. This will be take-out only.

More information about the memorial, dedication ceremony, Veteran RSVP, and the
Chiavetta’s chicken BBQ (including the ability to pre-order) is all on the memorial website —
clarenceveteransmemorial.org.

Special thanks to the Clarence Rotary Club, Tim Lavocat from our building department, the
Clarence Parks Department, American Legion Post 838, the Clarence Citizens for Veterans, all of
the Veterans who served this great country, and especially to those that gave the ultimate
sacrifice.



