Parks Open for Business

We have been fortunate to have Parks that are one of the many treasures in our town. Some
Towns that have a County Park within their borders don’t even have a traditional park for their
residents. The Town of Clarence has over 400 acres of Park property for our public to enjoy
with many locations having pavilions.

Last Tuesday | opened Town Hall very early in the morning to let our residents in who were
already waiting through the night to reserve a pavilion for the summer season. In the past,
residents would wait outside during all weather conditions to reserve a pavilion. A few years
ago, when the weather was extreme, | came early to let the public in and have continued doing so
ever since so they can stay warm before the Clerk’s office opens.

With the help of our Town Clerk, Karen Hawes, we handed out reserve numbers to everyone so
they did not have to stand in line inside Town Hall. Later in the morning, Councilmen
Dicostanzo also assisted. When the Clerk’s office opened at 8:00 am, 55 residents were waiting
to reserve a pavilion. Clerk Hawes had extra help to process 90 pavilion reservations by 10:00
am.

Last year, the Town opened the new Town View pavilion at our Goodrich Park. Besides being
brand new, this pavilion has round tables and has attached bathrooms making it a preferred
pavilion for many.

Reservations continue to be available at a first come, first serve basis. Reservations can be made
at the Town Clerk’s Office during regular business hours.

Congratulations to the 2022 Award Honorees from the Clarence Chamber of Commerce. A big
congratulations also goes out to the Chamber for hosting another wonderful evening. A special
congratulations goes to Citizen of the Year, Bob Geiger. Not only do | have the pleasure of
working with him on the Town Board for the past several years, but I’ve also had the honor of
calling him a friend for almost 40 years.

It was also very special for the Chamber to recognize the Clarence Rotary Club Foundation for
the Clarence Veterans Memorial. As the Town Supervisor, Clarence Rotarian, and father of the
Veterans Memorial Chairperson, | know first-hand the amount of hard work the organization put
into make this project a reality. The recognition from the Chamber was touching in many ways.

As we shift into Spring, winter parking restrictions will be ending soon, the plows will be
coming off our Town trucks, and the Parks Department will be gearing up for outdoor activities
again. The ball teams are already ready for a COVID free season.

Next month I will have an update on the road projects planned for 2022. In the meantime, if you
would like to report a pothole, you can do so on the Highway Department’s page on our Town
website. Please know that we are only able to repair town roads.

I leave you with my favorite St. Patrick’s Day Blessing: “May your days be many and your
troubles be few. May all God's blessings descend upon you. May peace be within you, may your
heart be strong. May you find what you're seeking wherever you roam.”



