The Importance of Full Assessment

The importance of full assessment and your tax rate because it is tax season has been a common topic
at the Town Hall. The State of New York reimburses Towns for most of the costs associated with
reassessment. Even though the assessment probably went up on your property, both the Town of
Clarence, Erie County and the Clarence School District were able to lower their tax rate appropriately to
the new property assessments, helping to keep things balanced.

If the Town was not fully assessed the State would assign an “Equalization Rate” to your property. Most
rates overcompensate for the underassessment usually causing the homeowner to pay more than their
fair share. In an article in the Buffalo News, assessments and the Equalization Rates were discussed. The
Town of Clarence, which is at 100 percent assessed value, had the lowest County Tax rate of all Towns in
Erie County. Our rate is $4.02 per thousand compared to the Town of Elma’s rate of $112.44 per
thousand. Elma has not been reassessed for years. The Town of Clarence’s County Tax rate was actually
under the County’s “Full value tax rate” of $4.42.

The water is far muddier when your home is not fully assessed. You can see how easily equalization
rates (which I like to call mod rates) can leave the homeowner paying more than their fair share in taxes
across the board. Full assessment helps the homeowner with home refinancing, equity loans and credit
ratings.

Like many schools and businesses, our town certainly experienced the Omicron wave that everyone else
was seeing last month. We were having as many as five employees a day testing positive for COVID. |
am very proud of the way our Town Employees and Fire Companies continued to serve the public during
these difficult times. At no time was there a loss in service to us. During the most recent 20-inch snow
fall the Highway Department had employees from many other town departments filling the void created
by absent employees. The Clarence Fire Companies have been handling a record number of calls due to
COVID with less people and the absence of Ambulances because of pandemic hospital short falls. We
truly have the best town employees and fire companies. Thank you all for your incredible work.

During the most recent heavy snow falls, sidewalk clearing or the lack of was in the news. Residents are
responsible for clearing sidewalks in front of there house and or business. Highway Superintendent
James Dussing has had his crew’s clearing sidewalks and removing snow at crosswalk intersections that
were inundated with snow and ice from the Highway Trucks. Though sometimes it can be very difficult,
please try keep your sidewalk clear of snow.

Congratulations to all the deserving Chamber Award Recipients at the upcoming Chamber Awards
Dinner. A special acknowledgement goes to Citizen of the Year Recipient, Councilmen Robert Geiger.
Councilmen Geiger works tirelessly for our Town residents every single day, making Clarence the most
desirable place to live in Western New York. Bob has had many projects during his tenure with the Town
that he can be very proud of. The best of his projects hopefully will be coming in the near future.



